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SAVANNAH, Ga. - Senior Jesse Wheeler's three-pointer with 24 seconds left helped the Armstrong Atlantic State
University men's basketball team fend off Francis Marion in a 79-75 Peach Belt Conference win on Saturday afternoon at
Alumni Arena.
With the win, the Pirates (13-7, 7-5 PBC) take over sole possession of second place in the PBC's East Division, while
Francis Marion (13-7, 6-6 PBC) suffered its second straight loss after winning four in a row.
Armstrong led the entire game until 2:44 left in the second half when Francis Marion's Simel Boyd collected an offensive
rebound off a missed free throw and converted the putback to put the Patriots up, 70-68. Chris Vanlandingham converted on
a floater in the paint to tie the game back up at 70-all with 2:29, then Vanlandingham made a layup to put the Pirates back
up by two, 72-70, with 1:45 left.
Liki Turner made one free throw with a minute remaining to make it a one-point ballgame when Wheeler attempted a shot
with the shot clock winding down. Wheeler's shot missed the mark, but Brett Goodwell secured the offensive rebound and
found Wheeler on the right wing for a wide open three-point shot - at that time, Francis Marion enjoyed a 26-5 edge in
offensive rebounds. Wheeler buried the shot, putting Armstrong up by four, 75-71, with 24 seconds left, then the Pirates
went 4-for-4 in the final 24 seconds from the foul line to clinch the win.
"Brett has a motor that just won't stop and you can't coach that; he was able to come up with an offensive rebound at the
most important time," Armstrong head men's basketball coach Jeremy Luther said. "There were just some great individual
plays down the stretch. Jesse, even though I didn't call for that three, came up huge and you couldn't ask for anything
better."
Vanlandingham led a quartet of Pirates in double figures with 20 points on 8-of-11 shooting from the field, while Grant
Domsic came off the bench to chip in 16 points. Wheeler finished the game with 12 points and Goodwell notched a double-
double with 12 points and 11 rebounds. The Pirates made 10 three-pointers on the day and blocked a season-high 11
s h ot s.
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